
John 11:32-44 is a significant passage from the Gospel of John that recounts the raising of 

Lazarus from the dead. This passage is traditionally read during the season of Lent, as it 

emphasizes the power of Jesus' miracles and the hope that his resurrection offers. 

The passage begins with Mary, the sister of Lazarus, approaching Jesus and weeping at his feet. 

She expresses her grief and her belief that if Jesus had been there, her brother would not have 

died. Jesus is moved by her tears and the sorrow of those around her, and he asks to be taken to 

the tomb. 

Upon arriving at the tomb, Jesus commands that the stone be removed. Despite objections from 

Martha, the other sister of Lazarus, who worries about the smell of the decomposing body, Jesus 

proceeds to call out to Lazarus to rise from the dead. Miraculously, Lazarus emerges from the 

tomb, still bound in his burial clothes. 

This passage highlights the power of Jesus' miracles and his ability to overcome death itself. It is 

a reminder that Jesus is not just a teacher or prophet, but a divine figure with the power to 

perform extraordinary acts. The raising of Lazarus also serves as a precursor to Jesus' own 

resurrection, which will occur just a few chapters later in the Gospel of John. 

Furthermore, the passage emphasizes the theme of faith and belief. Martha, Mary, and the other 

mourners are initially skeptical that Jesus can raise Lazarus from the dead, but they are 

ultimately convinced by the power of his miracle. This is reflected in Jesus' statement, "Did I not 

tell you that if you believed, you would see the glory of God?" (John 11:40). 

Overall, John 11:32-44 is a powerful and significant passage that highlights the power of Jesus' 

miracles and his ability to overcome death. It emphasizes the importance of faith and belief, and 

serves as a precursor to Jesus' own resurrection. It is a reminder of the hope that is offered by the 

resurrection of Christ, and an invitation to trust in his power and love. 

  

 


